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by Chris Michener

The marina, sand flats in the mouth of the Muskrat River, Willow Island,
the shore and rocks in front of Supple Landing Apartments, the shrubbery
below the Beer Store and the little woods East of there, offer pretty gocd
birding. Jacques used to keep a list of the birds of the marina when he
lived in Pembroke. Gyrfalcon, American Coot, Buff-breasted Sandpiper,
Parasitic Jaeger, Caspian Tern, Boreal Chickadee and Connecticut Warbtrer
are some of the species that have been observed in the area within ,100

meters of the mouth of the Muskrat River. This is why, every year at the
end of August, the PABC holds a waterfront birdwalk. The new high count
for this walk is 50 species, which we set this year(old record a5)l

Five people turned out for the walk and we had a good time. The following
species were noted:

Common Loon, Double-crested Cormorant, Grcat Blue Heron, Greett Heron,
Canada Goose, American Black f)uck, Mallard, Common Goldeneye, Common
Merganser, Osprey, Merlin, Killdeer, Spotted Sandpiper, Ring-billed Guil,
Herring Gull, Common Tern, Rock Dove, Mourning Dove, Ruby-throated
Hummingbird, Belted Kingfisher, Downy Woodpecker, Tree Swallow, Barn
Swallow', American Crow, Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch,
Hermit Thrush, American Robin, Gray Catbird, Solitary Vireo, Warbling Vireo,
Philadeiphia Vireo, Red-Eyed Vireo, Tennessee Warbler, Northern Paru1a,
Yellow lVarbler, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Bay-
breasted Warbler, Black-and-white Warbler, Ovenbird, Common Yellowthroat,
Wilson's Warbler, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Song Sparrow, White-throated
Sparrow, Common Grackle, House Finch, American Goldfinch and House
Sparrow.

It's a long time until next August, but even now I'm looking forward to it.
See you then, Margaret, Viola, Pat and Ken!

'l'lte Srwrllotr,Vtl. l-1. #l Auturtrrt l()95



Westmeath Provincial Park-Aoril 221'95

Sprinu l1)95 i:irld'frip tu Ik,ilrirves ba3'

.\pr-il :"1. I1)9:

I'he gather"in!. :it the Pemtirtke l,Iadna ivas l;rrger thal usual anr! .:r,er though the ivtath*r
rv;lr rtld ancl rtrnil3. I rt;ts ltarm ali or,'vr.iusi li; sec lhe i:..,r.:cl1*rrl lumuul. l\'licn *t'$n{-ine }\,ii$

lnarie lo f'eel rvelcq:rrre rve hegan to lo*k lbr lrilcls. |he }..'Iarina area vielil*r:l tr,rv of the erpeclcri
sp*rlics so if ivas oll'tCI \\resirne*th krl ihe rnain lai;.

i had phoned the tarmer. acf{lss lvitose Iield rve rv*ulJ w*lk tu get to t}te, rir"i:r. bui rr'}ttrt
11,s;111i1:ir6l *t his home and rro i-rne r*flFondcd L* lnl'l*ri:*k rve l';fi th* 7 r.'chicl;s irr hi:c iliir,'e*r-l-
:luctr heaiied tr"lr the i:av. I'rn n{)t sure rlh;rt thr: neighlxiur"s thi;irg}rt. ,rr tli': Iartn*;'. {wit* a;rpe;,:i-e"1

lo ari'ive horne :rfter wr leti his 1'n5d1hul hop.,fiill','he',r'as liri:farlit li:r thilt m:it:' .,'isifri:'r. I i:ls
hope hc sffvs "\'es" again in iuture.\:6ffr .

Thc il;rlk h the rilr:,r Acr*ss thc ntuddv f*nn"r'rril;rnil ii*k1., n,ts:imlsf tlrr trighliglil lt thr

tlip: a huge huil n-laLtc us deti:ur i-n i:rdur tu get p*si liirrr: hc ha,iritlter intcl{rts lr,}i;ir \\; 1r:[ii]ir,ii;

'.r..c maele the hip saf-clv. ..tnr:thsr highlight; \.{lrrtrn's t-sr-5io,n ol:r tlla+f -r:ap$c<1 {.hickr<i,;r'r
"spr"in;t rir*,r*" lierpt us gu*ssing as t* thc lruri origin *i'iii;,;al! rvtt,;n It* alid:.ul ilr,lti.ll hfuil nrr",
,":rllirigi

'fids 
spr"ing lr,as uflusuilll,l chl,and the i;* l:;id lsji sarh'riI'llic ()11;u.,a Fir'';;'. sc f.]ulltit;:.

i-Ja.r' rvas not ai it's tres{ lor r,'iewing. 'I'hc duchs seernecl tn be ilispersecl ancl ncl cnncen-tratr,ti as in

,)ther1'ears. I{ower,er. ttre grcup was rervardeil rvith a total *t'1ii du*!i speuies *f :ln i:rerull f*t;tl
ol45 species sesn. l\Is sillv Can*ela Goose. \Vood l)ur:tri. lllallard. N. l'rnl;ril" Ring-ncekeel Iluck.
i-ireaier and Lesser Scaul:. ('l*mmon {ir:ldenrl'e" llultleh*ad and Corrunon \'lergans*r. 'I'}i,--r' *l}

l*oked sr: spifh in thcir ncIU ;pfi.ng aflre. il".speuiai[' thc gu.vs!1

ilther birds sesn on this tri;r included Cornmcn [.oan. Grea{ Blrte- I-{er*tt. Turlisr ','ultu?'c.
\. I:Iarrier. Reel-iailed l{awl. American liestrel. KiiLleer. iting-t}ifcd Gull. ltock lJrrr,'e {l'nr
grasping tar another' .orpeoies). \Iourning l-)r:r,e. 1'r-llorv-hellied Sialrsucker. -v. Fli*kcr. I'.. Ph**hr."

Iluipie Il;lrtrn" Tree lilv;rllorv. ,{medo*n l'lrulv" t.otnmorr Rarcn. I}lack-capi:ed ('hi"k*.lec.

,{lnerii;an F.ohin. Ilrr''lrn'l"hrasher. F.r-rrop*an Starlin.J (graspins aqrin). .{me**att'l'te* Spat:'t.,*.
=!"usli:.:r Sparow. Song Sparri"rw, Il*r1.-c-\ctl iiinci;. Snon I-iunting. Itcil-rtiirgtii l]l;iul$irii.
!:. \lelrdr.ru,lu'k" (-lcmmin Grackle. Rronn-he*decl ('*rilhirct. Put'ple snd Iicure li'in*h" l:''ine llirl'.in

len<l ilrluse Silaffr-tir, (last glasl i. (-)nu last s}iuei$$. ir f iiop{irs he'.tk, \\;i$ sr*:n itr !!t ilt'i-}\'r.: l:;i,-i'.,

hut not ail the pilrlicipants were luckv enough to sec it.

Xiv tharrks to all the pefii;:ipants on the ri'a11,. i thjnk it rjrnr h* r;rid lh;it ;int' ;la3 is lt Eor:.I

ilav fbi birding. rio rlfltter the rveatheri

\ians*n lrleg;r-ecl

l'lv Swallory, Vol. I -j, I I Aulurtttr l9()5


