
1 of 19      The Swallow, Vol. 29, #1 Autumn 2011 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Swallow 
 

Volume 29, # 1 

Autumn 2011 

 
Board of Directors: 

 

President: 

   Vice-President: 

Treasurer: 

Secretary: 

Leo Boland 

Rob Cunningham 

Mike MacDonald 

Manson Fleguel 

Barbara Beimers 

Jean Brereton 

Myron Loback 

Benita Richardson 

Grant Bickel 

Ted Hiscock 

John Muff 

Ken Hooles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Luna Moth (Photo: Claire Lepine) 

 

 

 
Membership in the Pembroke Area Field Naturalists is available by writing to: The PAFN, Box 1242, Pembroke, ON K8A 6Y6 
 Dues for 2011/2012 are: Student $10, Senior $10, Individual $15, Family $20, Individual Life $150, Family Life $200. 

 
The Swallow Interim Editor: Jean Brereton, 1311 Burchat Road, Golden Lake, ON, K0J 1X0 

Submissions welcomed:  (613) 625-2263 -  email: jbrereton@hughes.net 

PAFN web site (Webmaster, Mike MacDonald): www.pafn.on.ca



2 of 19       The Swallow, Vol. 29, #1 Autumn 2011 
 

 
 

Interim Editor’s Note 
by Jean Brereton 

 
This past spring PAFN member Chris Michener did his last birding, last butterflying and 

last odonating.  He also published his last 
newsletter for our club.  It was Vol. 28 #2.  The 
“28” represents year 28.  That’s how long he 
was the editor of our club newsletter The 
Swallow. Back in the early days he published 
it four times a year – on both Equinoxes and 
Solstices. More recently, only twice a year. 
Club oldtimers know that the swallow graphic, 
our club’s logo shown on the front page, was 
created by Chris back in the early days when 
the Pembroke Marina’s “swallow roost” was an 
Ottawa Valley ‘must see’ tourist attraction and 
we were the Pembroke and Area Bird Club. 

 

Over these many years, he put the newsletter 
together, got it printed, bought the envelopes 
and stamps, folded it and mailed it out to our 
membership.  Occasionally I would proof the 
newsletter for him but it was his baby.  This is 
my first newsletter and fortunately I had a lot 
of help from my friend, and PAFN life member, 
Claire Lepine.  (Thanks Claire for talking me 
down out of the tree when the computer 
software was being so unfriendly.  Like Eeyore 
says: “You’re a real friend, Pooh.”)  Many 
thanks to everyone who submitted trip reports 
and articles for this issue. 

 
This week I have worked on the newsletter 
more hours than I had bargained for and not a 
minute of it without thinking of Chris.  
Reflecting on how committed, tireless, and 
capable he was.  Those of us who knew him 
know how lucky we were to be part of his 
circle, part of his community.  I consider 
myself as especially lucky to have been his life 
partner for the past 38 years.   

 
At our September PAFN Board Meeting it was 
resolved that next spring’s issue of The 
Swallow will be a commemorative publication 
to remember and honour Chris, his 
contribution to our club, his conservation 
efforts as well as his commitment to the 
identification and record-keeping of the natural 
history of Renfrew County. 

 
If you have a story, a photo, something you would like to share in the next issue, please 
submit it before March 15, 2012 to me at: jbrereton@hughes.net or Jean Brereton, 1311 
Burchat Road, Golden Lake, ON K0J 1X0

mailto:jbrereton@hughes.net
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*   E v e n t s   &   T r i p s   * 
The general public is welcome at all events 

 
Note:  Please be sure to check the PAFN web site for notices, dates, and details of all club events so 
you don’t miss anything.  Go to: www.pafn.on.ca/pafnevents.htm 

 
2011 

 

Lake Doré Birds 

Date: Saturday, Oct. 29th at 9 AM 

Place:  Meet at the Wilberforce Twp. Beach & picnic park. From the intersection of  

  Hwy 41/Lake Dore Rd., go south on Hwy 41 over the Snake River Bridge   

  and make the next right. The park is at the northeast corner of Lake Dore.   

  The focus of this trip will be on water birds, especially in the marsh.  Dress  

  warmly. 

Trip Coordinator: Manson Fleguel (613-732-7703) 

 

Pembroke Christmas Bird Count 

Date: Saturday, December 17 

Place: Within a traditional 15 km diameter circle. 

Cost:  $5.00 for field participants (free for members of Bird Studies Canada) 

Feeder watchers count birds in their yards, while field participants drive, ski or 

walk a pre-designated area keeping track of the numbers of birds.  Participants 

are invited to meet at Manson & Judy's around 5 pm to go over results and enjoy 

pizza courtesy of the Club.   

To confirm your participation, please contact: 

Manson Fleguel 613-732-7703  -  email: mfleguel@bell.net 

 

Chris Michener Memorial Eganville Christmas Bird Count 

Date: Sunday, December 18 
Place: Eganville circle includes Augsburg, the town of Golden Lake, Green 
  Lake, Lake Dore, Mink Lake and more.   

Cost:  $5.00 for field participants (free for members of Bird Studies Canada) 

  Feeder watchers count birds in their yards, while field participants drive, ski  

  or walk a pre-designated area keeping track of the mileage and numbers of  

  birds.  Participants are invited to meet at the home of Bernd Krueger and Liz  

  Reeves around 5 pm to tally up results and enjoy some food.   

To confirm your participation, please contact:  

Jean Brereton 613-625-2263  -  email: jbrereton@hughes.net 

 

2012 
Be sure to check the PAFN web site early in the spring for the date of next year’s trip. 

 

Owling Night  
Date: TBA 
Time: 7:30 PM  
Place: Wilberforce Township Park. Go south on Hwy 41 past intersection of Hwy 41 and 

Lake Dore Rd., cross the bridge, turn right after the bridge and go a short distance 
to the park. 

Trip Coordinator: TBA 
This trip will involve a driving loop through varied habitat. We'll use a CD of 
owl calls to encourage a response. The expected species is Barred Owl, but other 
species are possible. We could hear American Woodcock and other night calling birds. 

mailto:mfleguel@bell.net
mailto:mfleguel@bell.net
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Seedy Sunday - Admission is free 

Date:  Sunday, March 4, 2012, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  
Place: 420 Bell St., Fellowes High School, Pembroke 
Some of the attractions: 
- heirloom, organic, open-pollinated seeds & plants for sale;  
- presentations about gardening & more;  
- meet the seed and food producers;   
- local environmental groups;  
- seeds & plants exchange table;  
- buskers’ corner;  
- door prizes;  
- refreshments and local lunch for sale. 

 

* * * 
 

Owl Prowl held on March 26, 2011 (Trip Leader: Chris Michener) 
by Jean Brereton 

 
The annual spring Owl Prowl has always been a popular event.  This year was no 
exception, with more than 30 participants gathering just before dusk at the North 
Algona/Wilberforce Township Park.  Later, we were all delighted to get good looks at two 
Barred Owls near the intersection of Shaw Woods Road and Basswood Road.  This was 
followed by a very good sighting of another Barred Owl on one of the back roads a 
couple of kilometers from Shaw Woods.  In between the visitations of these mysterious 
night birds we also got to do a little star watching under clear skies.  Safe to say no one 
went home disappointed. 
 

 
 

Owl Prowl Field Trip – in foreground is trip leader, Chris Michener (This was the last field trip 
he led.)  (Photo: Claire Lepine) 
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Bellowes Bay Field Trip, April 16, 2011 
by Manson Fleguel 

 
 The Ottawa River had only opened earlier in the week so the prospect for good 
birding was there. However, Mother Nature had other thoughts and the cold wind 
and the threat of snow and rain resulted in only 4 participants showing up for the 
outing. Besides that, the farm owner, a few days before, suggested that the Bay 
itself was still frozen over and deep mud would hamper our trek to the bay. The 
water level was fairly high this year too. 
 
 At the meeting place, our group did the usual scouting of the marina area. A couple 
of Common Loons were present and early flocks of Tree Swallows were seen trying 
to find shelter from the wind and an occasional insect as they cruised over the still 
frozen marina basin. Oh, the perils of early migration. We hope they make it till food 
is abundant. 
 
 It wasn’t hard to carpool the 4 of us so we drove to the farm site of Ron Laderoute 

and made our way through 4 gates to the Bay. Thanks to Mike for being our gate 
man. The high water hindered our views of the bay, but large flocks of Ring-necked 
Ducks were seen. A steady rain sent us back to the car, just in time to spot a 
Sandhill Crane flying over the field. 
 
 Back in the warm car, we headed to everyone’s favourite road, Snake River Line, 
and birded this area. A Rough-legged Hawk, dangling a fist full of grass (and we 
assumed, a small mouse) flew across the road ahead and landed on a pole for a 
close study. No prey was seen in its claws but it kept the grass as it flew off. The 
huge flocks of Canada Geese, present only a few days earlier, had moved on but 
there were still many for us to scan. 
 
 A short trip back to the marina meant the end of the outing. Thanks to Mike, 
Sandra and Walter for the great company on the trip.  
   
This year the group found 40 species! Here is a listing of the birds identified: 
 
 
Canada Goose     Wood Duck  American Wigeon  
American Black Duck    Mallard   Blue-winged Teal 
Northern Pintail     Green-winged Teal Ring-necked Duck   
Lesser Scaup      Bufflehead   Common Goldeneye  
Common Merganser     Northern Harrier  Rough-legged Hawk 
American Kestrel     Wild Turkey   Common Loon   
Double-crested Cormorant    Turkey Vulture  Sandhill Crane   
Killdeer      Ring-billed Gull  Herring Gull    
Rock Pigeon      Mourning Dove  Blue Jay    
American Crow     Common Raven  Black-capped Chickadee   
Tree Swallow      American Robin  American Tree Sparrow 
 European Starling     Savannah Sparrow Song Sparrow   
Dark-eyed Junco     Common Grackle  Red-winged Blackbird   
House Sparrow  
 
It was so good to get out birding again!  
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Shaw Woods: Wildflower and Nature Walk – May 8, 2011
by Grant Bickel and Robin Cunningham 

After cold and snow ruined the 2010 Mother’s Day Walk it was nice to have normal 
weather this year.  With only nine participants, the group stuck together and we 
experienced some wonderful conversation while we explored for wildflowers.  

Spring had come late but the usual 
ephemerals were found blooming: Yellow 
Trout Lily, Fly Honeysuckle, Blue 
Cohosh and Northern White Violet.  
Numerous Red Trillium were blooming 
but only a few of the White Trillium 
flowers had opened.  Perhaps a week 
later the Trillium scene would have been 
more spectacular.  A few notables for 
the birders was hearing a Barred Owl 
and a Winter Wren.  We were also able 
to watch a pair of Bald Eagles near their 
nest. 

   

Red Trillium Morph (Photo: Bernd Krueger) 
Many thanks to trip participants and leaders.  See you there next May! 
 

 

*  *  * 

 

 

Evening Birding at the Petawawa Terrace, May 15, 2011 
by Robin Cunningham 

 
At 5 pm. on Sunday, May 15, nine people met at the entrance to the Petawawa 
Terrace Provincial Park, the old fish hatchery site, hoping to hear and see myriads of 
wood warblers and other spring birds at the peak of migration.  We had a leisurely 
walk through forest and along paths next to the wetlands, but the birds were 
somewhat scarce and quiet.  We had to work to get a total of 31 bird species, 

including only four kinds of 
warblers.  With the exception 
of the White-crowned 
Sparrow which would have 
been passing through while 
heading north, the bird 
species observed were all 
residents of the County 
during the breeding season—
we had missed many of the 
May migrants.  However, we 
enjoyed the walk and the 
company and the variety of 
species that we did see, 
especially the brilliant male 
Scarlet Tanager that posed at 
eye level for everybody to 
marvel at and photograph.  

 
                      Scarlet Tanager (Photo:  Robin Cunningham) 
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23rd Annual Lake Doré Butterfly Count, July 2, 2011 
by Jean Brereton 

 
We had great weather for this count and good participant turn out. 

Participants were Jean Brereton, Ethan Anderman, Benita Richardson, Leo Boland, Bernd 

Krueger, Elizabeth Reeves, Christian Renault, Claire Lepine, Mike and Sandra MacDonald, 

John MacGillivray, Kendra Smith, Chantal Hopkins, Dustin Ryckman, Kathy Lindsay, and Leo 

Freemark. 
Many thanks to Ethan Anderman for his support and expertise in co-leading of our club 

butterfly counts this year.   Also to Bernd Krueger and Liz Reeves for hosting us on their deck 
afterwards where we tallied up our butterflies with a gorgeous view of Golden Lake. European 
Skippers and Northern Crescents showed up in the most numbers.  Here’s the list!  

Numbers        Common Name         Latin Name 

6 Canadian Tiger Swallowtail Papilio canadensis   

2 Mustard White Pieris napi   

2 Cabbage White Pieris rapae  

3 Clouded Sulphur Colias philodice   

5 Pink-edged Sulphur Colias interior   

3 Bog Copper Lycaena epixanthe   

1 Banded Hairstreak Satyrium calanus   

15 Summer' Spring Azure Celastrina ladon neglecta  

3 Great Spangled Fritillary Speyeria cybele   

1 Aphrodite Fritillary Speyeris aphrodite   

1 Silver-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene   

1 Meadow Fritillary Boloria bellona   

141 Northern Crescent Phyciodes selenis  

2 Question Mark Polygonia interrogationis   

4 Eastern Comma Polygonia comma   

2 Question Mark Polygonia interrogationis   

4 Eastern Comma Polygonia comma   

25 White Admiral Limenitis arthemis arthemis  

1 Viceroy Limenitis archippus   

1 Northern Pearly-eye Enodia anthedon   

2 Eyed Brown Satyrodes eurydice  

7 Little Wood-Satyr Megisto cymela 

1 Common Ringlet Coenonympha tullia   

3 Monarch Danaus plexippus   

1 Silver-spotted Skipper Epargyreus clarus   

1 Northern Cloudywing Thorybes pylades   

4 Least Skipper Ancyloxypha numitor   

835 European Skipper Thymelicus lineola  

1 Peck's Skipper Polites peckius   

3 Tawny-edged Skipper Polites themistocles   

1 Crossline Skipper Polites origenes   

6 Long Dash Polites mystic   

1 Northern Broken-Dash Wallengrenia egeremet   

1 Dun Skipper Euphyes vestris   
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20th Hog Island Annual Butterfly Count July 16, 2011 
by Jean Brereton 

 
 The circle for this butterfly count is half in Ontario and half in Quebec. The group of 
participants spent a good part of the morning exploring the large open field just 
inside the gate of Westmeath Provincial Park.   
 
Bernd Krueger and Liz Reeves chose to paddle their canoe across the Ottawa River to 
see what the count centre, Hog Island, had to offer.  They reported that the 
introduced Wild Turkeys have taken over much of the island’s habitat.  The lack of 
suitable plant life made it difficult to locate butterflies in any number, however, they 
did locate the count’s only Harvester close to the shore  
 
Count Participants: Jean Brereton, Ethan Anderman, Benita Richardson, Bernd 
Krueger, Elizabeth Reeves, Chantal Hopkins, Dustin Ryckman, Kendra Smith, Emma 

Manchester, Christian Renault, and Mike & Sandra MacDonald. 
Tally of butterflies seen was as follows: 

 

 HOG ISLAND COUNT RESULTS 2011 

Numbers      Common Name      Latin Name 

104 Cabbage White Pieris rapae   

35 Clouded Sulphur Colias philodice 

4 Orange Sulphur Colias eurytheme 

1 Harvester Feniseca tarquinius  

1 Banded Hairstreak Satyrium calanus 

2 Eastern Tailed-Blue Everes comyntas 

8 'Summer' Spring Azure Celastrina ladon neglecta 

4 Great Spangled Fritillary Speyeria cybele 

1 Aphrodite Fritillary Speyeris aphrodite 

1 Meadow Fritillary Boloria bellona 

2 Silvery Checkerspot Chlosyne nycteis  

5 Northern Crescent Phyciodes selenis  

1 Question Mark Polygonia interrogationis 

1 American Lady Vanessa virginiensis 

7 White Admiral Limenitis arthemis arthemis  

1 Northern Pearly-eye Enodia anthedon 

1 Little Wood-Satyr Megisto cymela  

19 Common Wood-Nymph Cercyonis pegala  

18 Monarch Danaus plexippus 

3 Least Skipper Ancyloxypha numitor 

33 European Skipper Thymelicus lineola  

1 Peck's Skipper Polites peckius 

9 Crossline Skipper Polites origenes 

3 Delaware Skipper Anatrytone logan  

5 Dun Skipper Euphyes vestris 
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After spending the morning butterflying in Westmeath Park the group stopped for 
lunch at the Women’s Institute Memory Garden at Hazley Bay near Greenwood, where 
we planted some beautiful perennials in memory of Chris Michener.   Thank you 
Benita Richardson and Leo Boland for bringing the flowers, soil, spade, and watering 
can.   Thanks to Mike MacDonald for being so efficient with the spade.  
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Jean Brereton standing by flowers planted in memory of Chris Michener (Women’s Institute 
Memory Garden,  Hazley Bay/Greenwood) 

(Photo: Kendra Smith) 
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14th Annual Lake Dore Odonate Count, August 7, 2011  
by Harry Adams & Janet Nelson 

 

It was most heartening to have such a strong turn out for this year’s dragonfly count. 
There were eager first timers who infused a new sense of curiosity and enthusiasm. 
For those of us who had been a part of previous counts, this helped remove some of 
the sadness from the day as we each privately mourned the absence of our friend 
and mentor, Chris Michener. 
 
Each one of us holds Chris dear to our hearts. This fuelled a collective determination 
to perpetuate the work Chris started. We all treasure the inspiration and 
encouragement Chris imparted to us and agree we should strive towards an 
improved level of expertise. 
 

 

 
We duplicated the search of 
previous years. Chris had 
unerringly targeted 
favourable habitat in a 
series of mapped out 
locations. Once again, these 
destinations served us well.  
Consistently sampling the 
same spots provides a 
platform to demonstrate 
sustainability of species 
populations from year to 
year. 

 
 
 
There were eleven 
participants in this years 
count and a lot of fun was 
had by all. It is quite 
amusing to see mature 
(…?) adults running wildly 
about, frantically swinging 
bug nets through the air. 
At the end of the day a 
total of 284 odonates, 
comprising 29 species had 
been documented. New 

count highs were set for 
Northern Bluets, Black-
tipped Darners and 
Halloween Pennants. 

 
“The Odonators” (Photo: Harry Adams) 

Count participants were: Harry Adams, Greg Turcotte, Claire Lepine, Jacqueline 
Boulanger, Janet Nelson, Jean Brereton, Ethan Anderman, Ole Hendrickson,  Linda 
Spagnolo.  (Missing from photo: Benita Richardson and Lauren Kruschenske.) 
 

            Dragon Hunter  (Photo:  Harry Adams) 
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Pembroke Marina Walk, August 20, 2011 
by Ken Hooles 

 
Unlike last year’s rainy and breezy weather, the Pembroke Marina Walk held on 
Saturday, August 20 had excellent birding weather.  
 
This year 17 persons participated in the event and were able to locate 39 bird 
species. This was 7 bird species more than last year, but 19 less than the trip record 
for the marina walk of 58 bird species established in 1998.  
 
Similar to last year’s count, the waterfowl species were almost non-existent with only 
6 species located on the excursion. This is highly unusual, and I can only contribute 
this to the low water levels on the Ottawa River and the fact that many of the fall 
migrants had not yet arrived. The 6 species included Canada Geese, Mallards, 

Blacks, Cormorants, Common Mergansers, and this trip’s first record of American 
Widgeon.  
 
The low water levels on the Ottawa River should have been good for shorebird 
sightings but only 3 shorebird species were located: Spotted and Least Sandpiper, 
and a small flock of Greater Yellowlegs.  
 
It was also a poor outing for warblers. The group was only able to identify 5 species 
of warblers:  Yellow Warbler, several American Redstarts, Common Yellowthroat, 
Chestnut-sided and Nashville warblers. The fall migrants such as Wilson’s, 
Tennessee, Blackpoll and Bay-breasted had not arrived yet.  
 
There was a noticeable absence of songbirds with no Cardinals  Also no House 
Finches, Purple Finches, Rose-breasted Grosbeaks, Tanagers nor Orioles were  
located.  However, three types of Vireos were sighted and these were Red-eyed Vireo, 
Philadelphia and Warbling Vireos. Surprisingly, the only flycatcher seen on the 
excursion was a Least Flycatcher.  
 
The highlights of the walk included Peregrine Falcon, Cooper’s Hawk, Osprey, 
Lincoln’s Sparrow and the sighting of the Philadelphia Vireo. 
  
Notably absent on this year’s excursion were several members of the Sparrow family, 
fall warblers, shorebirds and flycatchers.  
 
The Pembroke Marina Walk began in 1988. Between 1988 and 2010, a total of 122 
bird species has been identified on this excursion over the years. This year, we 
located 4 new species for the walk: an American Widgeon, Cooper’s Hawk, Peregrine 

Falcon, and Lincoln’s Sparrow. This brings the total bird species for the marina walk 
since 1988 to 126 species.  
 
This year’s Pembroke Marina Walk may not have been a record breaking excursion, 
but it was certainly a challenging and enjoyable one. Thanks to all participants who 
made the outing so enjoyable. 
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The Ambassador Bridge Peregrine Falcons 
by Janet Nelson 

Last spring, I attended an Essex County Field Naturalists' Club meeting and had the 
pleasure of meeting Dennis Patrick, founder of the Windsor chapter of the Canadian 
Peregrine Foundation. His partner Gwen Gidge is equally devoted, making them a 
brilliant team. Dennis gave a very passionate presentation that outlined their 
involvement with the breeding pair of Peregrine Falcons on the Ambassador Bridge. 

Dennis, Gwen and a small army of volunteers kept a daily watch over the hatchlings. 
Together, they mobilized community resources, volunteers, veterinary care. They 
named and tagged the chicks each year since 2009. Dennis secured the co-operation 
of the bridge owner who provides use of a hydraulic lift when needed for banding or 
ensuring chicks are safe.  

The chicks benefited from numerous rescues after close calls with traffic. They would 
often be relocated with the aid of a lift to top of nearby buildings at dusk. The 
survival of the chicks was only a success because of an extensive commitment of 
time and money. The breeding pair originates from different districts in Ohio. 
Freddie, the adult male, was banded in 2002 and is the adopted mascot of the 
Bowling Green (State University) Falcons. Voltaire was banded in 2006 in Eastlake 
Ohio. 

Because of DDT, Peregrine Falcon 
populations crashed all over the world.  By 
1980 there were no reproducing pairs in 
Ontario.  The whole of Canada had less 
than 200 pairs. Now there are as many as  
74 occupied territories in Ontario. The 
species has been making a slow recovery 
since the late 1970s. According to Dennis, 
Peregrines are making a steady comeback 
in southwestern Ontario and Michigan. If 
the birds survive - nine out of 10 Peregrine 
Falcons die before they reach breeding age. 

On a return trip I introduced Harry Adams 
to Patrick and Gwen. We stood at the foot 
of the bridge, entertained by the screeches 
of the one surviving fledgling who was 
soaring while Dennis and Gwen provided 
an in depth account of the project’s 
tragedies and victories. 

Collective efforts of naturalists across the 
province creates a unified voice to protect 
endangered species and ensure the well 
being of those at risk. Opportunities to 
network are invaluable. It provides 
cohesiveness between Naturalist Groups 
and increases community awareness. 

Dennis Patrick and Gwen Gidge 
(Photo:  Janet Nelson)
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Rusty-patched Bumble Bee (Bombus affinis) 
 
Having one more species added to the species at risk list is never a good sign, but 
we should be even more concerned when that species is a pollinator.  Why, you 
ask?  Well many, perhaps most, of the plants that provide us with food – tomatoes, 

peppers, apples, alfalfa – require pollination.  No bees, no pollination, no food!  
Some even require a specific type of pollination, “buzz pollination”,  in order to 
reproduce.  Lucky for us, the Rusty-patched Bumble bee can buzz pollinate like the 
busiest of bees. 
 
The Rusty-patched Bumble Bee, or bombus affinis if you’d like to impress your 
friends, is a medium to large sized bee that gets its name from the small rust-
coloured patch that is found on the back (technically, the second abdominal 
segment) of males and worker bees.   
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This bee was recently listed as an endangered 
species in Ontario but it was once common in 
the mid-west and through the eastern United 
States and up into eastern Canada as late as 
the 1970s.  It has all but disappeared from 
most of its former range, with the biggest 
decline in the 1990s.  Ontario was searched 
extensively from 2005-2009, and only three 
specimens were located, all in southern 
Ontario. Yes, I know, you see bees with rusty-
coloured backs all the time, even in your 
garden.  Different critter – it is most likely the 
more common bombus ternarius which has a 
larger and brighter patch of rust to orange. 

 
 
Bombus affinis will live in a wide variety of habitats, including meadows, farmland, 
wooded areas, urban areas and marshes.  It generally makes it’s nest underground 
in abandoned rodent burrows and stays in flight for a longer period than most other 
bumble bees, meaning it can visit a lot more plants.  This species can “buzz 
pollinate”, which basically means that it makes a vibration with its wings that can 
dislodge pollen from the flower that would otherwise be trapped inside. 
 

with 

Lauren (Trute) Kruschenske 

Rusty-patched Bumble Bee  

           (Photo: Johanna James-Heinz) 

 www.xerces.org/rusty /rusty-patched-bumble-bee/ 
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There are several lines of thought as to why bees, including the Rusty-patched 
Bumble Bee, are in trouble – commercial bumble bee rearing, which imports 
diseases; invasive plants and insects; application of insecticides; habitat alteration 
and loss; and global climate change. 
 
The ecological impact of losing pollinators can be immense, and we are only just 
beginning to understand it.  Okay, enough gloom and doom….so, what can you do?  
Maintain natural areas on your property.  Plant native species.  Avoid using 
pesticides and insecticides.  Learn to identify your bees – there aren’t that many 
and they are very interesting to watch.  Who knows, you might be the one to find 
that forth specimen in Ontario.  Now, wouldn’t that be awesome? 
 

Great Resource! 
For more information and to download a 

copy of a bumble bee identification guide, 
go to: 
www.xerces.org/bumblebees  

 
 

* * * 
     A Walk on a Late Winters Day 

by Mason Fleguel 
 

March 8, 2011: I dropped my wife off at work and then proceeded to Pansy Patch 
Park for a walk up the Muskrat, and then along the Indian Rivers. This walk has 
been a wonderful one in the center of Pembroke but, from the ice, is almost remote. 
Of course, the ice has to be solid.  It was with a good snowmobile track underfoot 
that I made my way upriver. 
 At the most southerly tip of the peninsula between the two rivers, there is an old 
growth White Pine forest.  It isn’t large, but there are often birds using this area as a 
quiet place to rest. A few years ago, on this same walk, a Barred Owl rested beside 
the ice allowing for close up pictures. Northern Cardinals are often heard here. My 
real purpose in this trip was to try to find a Carolina Wren, since they have been 
reported in this area for several years. 
 This day was perfect; only a slight breeze and bright sunshine. I knew the ice 
wouldn’t be around much longer and I wondered how high the flood waters would be 
in a few weeks (or even days at this time of year). I hadn’t noticed any birds but that 
was about to change. 
 As I rounded the 180 degree bend in the river, a large bird launched from a perch 
on the side of the river and flew further upstream. I hadn’t adjusted my binoculars 
to focus at a distance so when I raised them to follow the bird, it was completely 

blurry and my mitts weren’t helpful in adjusting them. By this time the bird was out 
of sight. However, I had noticed the tawny under wing colour and large size, so I had 
an idea of the species. 
 Almost immediately, a large flock of Crows began to follow and hassle the flying 
bird; out of my sight, but certainly not out of even my poor hearing! A minute later I 
was amazed to see the flock drive the big bird right back to the area where I was 
standing and it landed on the top of a Pine Tree about 100 feet away! The long ear 
tufts and bright yellow-orange eyes were those of a Great-horned Owl.  My first real 
sighting of one in many years.  
 

http://www.xerces.org/bumblebees
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Life’s Lessons from an Arachnid 
by Grant Bickel 
 

My wife came to me and exclaimed, “There’s a dock spider in our room and I can’t 
go in there until you get rid of it”.  It was the July long weekend and we were 
enjoying some vacation at our rustic cottage beside a lake.  I went in and found the 
spider resting on the studwork and immediately went for my camera.  It was a large 
female Dolomedes tenebrosus, a fishing spider but in Ontario commonly known as 
a dock spider, and it was posing perfectly for some close-up photos.  Shortly after 
that, I got a shoe and loudly hit the wall nearby.  Like a flash, the spider was gone 
to some unknown hiding place, but still in the room.  I couldn’t tell my wife a 
complete lie so I told her, “I missed it but it scooted into a crack and most likely 
went back outside”.  These spiders are so fast that a miss was believable. 
 
Dock spiders are woodland spiders that are 

fond of entering wooden structures like 
cottages and cabins.  They hunt by 
ambushing their insect prey but often use 
bodies of water as a resource for food.  
Although I never saw it happen, I read that 
dock spiders will rest on the water or at the 
water’s edge with only their front two or four  
legs on the water.  Here they feel for the 
vibrations of aquatic life.  When alerted, the 
spider lunges forward and grabs its prey.  
They are reputed to capture and eat small 
tadpoles or small fish.  During the day, dock 
spiders hang around wooden cottage docks 
(hence the name) where they frighten grown 
men. 
 
Fast forward a few weekends later, we are sitting on the dock and I see a strange 

sight.  It’s a dock spider carrying something big.  I get down close and recognize the 

egg sac.  This female dock spider has laid her eggs and wrapped them in a 

brownish silken egg sac.  Running (not from the spider but for my camera) I come 

back for some great pictures. 

 

 

 

Days later, we start to notice female dock 

spiders on the shrubs overhanging the water.  

Each spider sits on a branch facing 

proximally (that’s downhill towards the trunk 

of the shrub) and behind them is a pocket of 

leaves loosely woven together with silk.  

Placed inside this pocket is their egg sac 

except this time the egg sac has morphed into 

a tight ball of tiny spiderlings.  The females 

are positioned to guard the nest.  No predator 

will dare climb up the branch for a face-to-

face with the dock spider. 

The cottage visitor.  This is a typical female 
Dolomedes tenebrosus with a       2-inch leg 

span. 

A female Dolomedes tenebrosus holding 
her egg sac in her chelicerae and 

pedipalps. 
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The spiderlings look like tiny adults when they hatch.  I have observed that the tiny 
spiderlings tend to mass into a ball at night.  Perhaps they do this to conserve heat 
but as the day warms they expand their territory to fill the confines of the nest.  In late 
afternoon, we observe many of the tiny spiderlings outside the nest.  Then they start 
spinning drag lines.  They hang from these and begin to float in the breeze like kites 
tethered to the nest.  Then, as the wind speed increases, their drag lines lengthen, 
become detached and they balloon out across the lake or along the shoreline. 

 
We watch in fascination as the spiderlings 
disappear into space a few at a time.  I 
don’t know what happens next but, if they 
survive, they will grow and shed their skin 
numerous times until they are adults and 
the cycle will start over.  One summer a 
year or so after our natural history lesson, 
I stayed home to work and my wife took 
the kids to the cottage.  She came home 
and told me, “There was another dock 
spider in our room.  It made me cringe 
every night but I let her stay.  We have to 
learn to live with nature.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Female Dolomedes tenebrosus on guard.  
For a size comparison, this one is resting on 
the 3-inch long leaves of Viburnum 

cassinoides.  

Dolomedes tenebrosus spiderlings (dark 
clump) massed inside the nest.  The tiny 
cuticles shed from spiderlings that molted on 
a previous day are scattered around the 

periphery of the nest (these are the light tan 

coloured objects in the foreground). 

Dolomedes tenebrosus spiderlings outside the 
nest preparing to balloon out across the lake. 
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Parasitic Jaeger: A Fascinating Rarity 
by Christian Renault 

 
It’s a good thing that some birdwatchers do regular runs, and keep their bird feeders 
full.  This allows us to see some rare birds at times.  In this way, Mark Dojczman has 
found some rare visitors, and I’m thankful to him that he readily shares his finds - 
especially when it is a lifer for some of us. 
 
The Parasitic Jaeger has been seen a few times in Pembroke in the past.  Jacques 
Bouvier, who wrote the Birdwatch column in the Pembroke Observer before Ken 
Hooles, told me he first saw one in Pembroke back in 1982.  This year’s Jaeger was 
seen on Thursday and Friday September 29 and 30th.  The ID was confirmed with the 
help of an expert, with some pictures taken by Bruce DiLabio.  The identification of 
this immature bird was based on the plumage on its face, the size and parallel shape 
of its bill, and the tail feathers in flight. 

 
Trying to see what could be a lifer for me was difficult.  Each time I tried, it was away.  
I thought it had flown to southerly destinations.  I came back to the Marina a few 
times on Saturday, in case it would come back.  Each time, I wondered if I was 
wasting my time and gas, but I didn’t want to regret not trying, in case somebody told 
me it had been seen again.  But on Sunday afternoon, October 2nd, I finally saw it 
with my wife Jill, as we were celebrating her birthday.  It took a bit of patience before 
we saw any action from the Jaeger.  We were hoping to take some pictures and to see 
for ourselves the Jaeger’s reputation of being a pirate.   

On that day, a birdwatcher 
and photographer had 
travelled all the way from 
Ottawa in an attempt to 
see it and was rewarded, to 
my surprise, with many 
good pictures taken at 
close range.  At the end of 
the afternoon as he was 
leaving, I tried the same 
thing but at first, with 
much less success.  The 
Jaeger flew away to harass 
some distant gulls, and 
took it’s time coming back.  
As I gave up waiting on the 
Muskrat River mud flats 
and was heading towards 

the parking lot, the Jaeger suddenly returned.  There were no gulls on the mudflats, 
where they usually gather. Surely they knew better.  In an attempt to photograph it, I 
moved closer to the Jaeger very slowly and though it kept a watchful eye on me, it let 
me get as close as 12 metres.  Suddenly, it looked up toward the sky above, angling its 
head as it followed by sight a Ringed-billed Gull that was flying alone in its hunting 
and resting territory. 
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This is where the show started, 
that made the hour-long wait 
worth my patience.  The Jaeger 
flew up in a spiral to get to the 
Gull, which was about 20 
metres in altitude.  I was 
surprised to see it lift off so 
quickly and get close to its 
victim rapidly.  The pursuit was 
better than any of James 
Bond’s.  I started to shoot 
pictures, even as the sky was 
getting dark in the cloud-

covered late afternoon, and the 
birds were flying unpredictably 
everywhere, near and far.  It 

allowed me to piece together some of the moves of aerobatics I was witnessing.  The 
Jaeger flew right next to the Ring-billed Gull, touching wings a few times.  The Gull 
was squealing and manoeuvering up, down, turning sharply to rid itself of the air 
pirate.  This lasted a good minute.  My wife was full of awe, as many of the 
manoeuvers were just in front and above her head. 
 
At the end of the pursuit, the Gull was obviously annoyed, and didn’t seem to know 
how to get rid of the stubborn pest, which passed the Gull twice, and turned around 
to face and challenge it.  The second time, the Gull stopped in mid-air, the Jaeger 
being ‘in its face’, opened its beak wide and regurgitated something which fell to the 
surface of the water.  The Parasitic Jaeger had just explained its name.  It drooped its 
wings, dove to the water, and reached the Gull’s offering on the surface, swallowed it, 
and got back on the sandbar where it had been before, about 15 metres from me.  
Wow!  What a sight!  I was thankful to God to see such an air show.  I kind of felt bad 
for the Gull, but they too bully 
others.  This time, an adult gull 
was the victim of a bird its own 
size, but it was no match for it in 
agression and agility in the air. 
 
Bruce DiLabio had also reported 
that he saw this Parasitic Jaeger 
chase and harass a Kingfisher in 
the same general spot on the Friday 

before.  So gulls are not the only 
victims of Parasitic Jaegers.  
Though the immature Jaeger looks 
an unattractive drab brown, it 
certainly is wonderful to see as an 
air acrobat. 
 
Thanks Mark, for sharing your sightings.  Happy birding! 
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Cultural Resources Mapping Project:  500 Resources and Counting 
by Kendra Smith 

 
The City of Pembroke, the Ottawa Valley Tourist Association (OVTA) and the County of 
Renfrew are collaborating on a cultural mapping project for the Ottawa Valley. The 
project is being supported by the Creative Communities Prosperity Fund of the Ontario 
Ministry of Tourism and Culture.  
 
Five hundred cultural assets have been identified that range from provincial parks, 
conservation areas, trails, artists’ associations, festivals, facilities, creative 
occupations, heritage properties, museums and cultural organizations.  You are 
invited to express your views on preserving and developing the region's natural and 
cultural resources by completing a short survey on the project webpage at  

 
http://www.pembrokeontario.com/tourism/cultural-mapping/ 
 
Also, share your best kept secrets about the places, cultural events and activities that 
make the Valley truly unique. 
 
The information will be provided to Ottawa Valley municipal councils to help them 
develop cultural policies that can further enhance the development of the Valley’s 
natural and cultural heritage. 
 
The natural and cultural resources will be included in an on-line map that will help 
residents, tourists and prospective investors discover the cultural opportunities to be 
found in the Valley.  Watch for the map on the website this winter and add your 
suggestions! 
 
For more information, contact: 
Kendra Smith, Project Coordinator 
ksmith@pembroke.ca or 613-628-3701 
  

* * * 

http://outlook.pembroke.ca/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.pembrokeontario.com/tourism/cultural-mapping/
mailto:ksmith@pembroke.ca

